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Yokohama was the site of the first cross-cultural exchange between the United States and Japan more than 150 years ago. This
summer, two American artists explore contemporary intersections between the two cultures and the landscape of Yokohama at
BankART Studio NYK. The Ooka River (X[#)JIl) flowing through Yokohama serves as a key point of reference for both artists: like
Yokohama itself, its brackish waters are a transitory space in which creatures from different worlds and coexist, interact, and
create new forms of dialogue.

Christa Donner uses drawing, installation, and social engagement to propose alternate models for the human body based on sensation
and imagination. Investigating traditional Japanese narrative and Shinto mythology, Donner's current project includes a paper
waterfall of black hair visualizing a sense of supernatural life-force in contemporary Yokohama. A series of works on paper and a
public zine project expand upon her interest in communication through visual language, incorporating the experiences of local
residents through drawing, writing, and gesture. Donner’s work is widely exhibited, including exhibitions at the Museum Bellerive
(Zurich, Switzerland), ANTI Festivalen (Kuopio, Finland), Kravets-Wehby (New York, NY), POST (Los Angeles, CA), and the Centro
Columbo Americano (Medellin, Columbia).

Andrew Yang is an artist and biologist who uses a variety of media to explore visual culture and the natural world. At BankART, Yang
developed three interconnected lines of work based on themes of: food/form, the ecology of the Ooka River, and issues of
[mis)communication connected to Yokohama as the initial site of the US & Japan relationship. His work explores the boundary of
nature/culture in a variety of forms. He teaches courses in biological and visual studies at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago,
where he is Assistant Professor.
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